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Hon. Commissioner for Patents 

Sir: 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. 1.98 copies of the following patents and/or publications 
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German translation DE 698 02 293 T2 (Girkin, et al.), dated June 14, 2000, of 
European Patent EP 1 007 993 B1 and corresponding International Publication WO 
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German translation DE 695 12 347 T2 (Takahashi), dated May 15, 1996, and 
corresponding European Patent EP 0 712 014 B1, dated May 15, 1996. 
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